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<Abstract>

Indonesia in 2016:

Jokowi’s Struggles for a Secure Footing and Challenges
from Identity Politics

SUH Jiwon
(Changwon National University)

JEON Je Seong
(Chonbuk National University)

In the first half of 2016, Indonesian President Joko “Jokowi”
Widodo continued his efforts to secure support from major political
parties, often benefiting from internal party conflicts. During the tense
campaign for the 2017 Jakarta gubernational election, however,
blasphemy charges against incumbent “Ahok”, an ethnic Chinese and
Christian, put Jokowi in trouble. Led by radical Islamic organizations
such as Front Pembela Islam (FPI), half a million people filled
Jakarta’s streets, calling for Ahok’s arrest. The resurgence of identity
politics questioned the boundaries of the Indonesian nation and its
core premises on the relationship between religion and the state. In
the realm of foreign policies, the Jokowi administration maintained
its tougher stance against illegal fishing in its waters. In spite of
Indonesia’s clashes with Chinese vessels in the Natuna sea, however,
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it is unlikely that the tension will escalate uncontrollably, as the
Jokowi administration is seeking investment from rich neighbors for
building infrastructure, which will be his key legacy for the 2019
presidential election.

Key Words: Jokowi, Ahok, Islam, Natuna, Infrastructure






