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<Abstract>

Southeast Asian Studies and Economics in Korea

RA, Hee—Ryang
(Pukyong National University)

This paper examines the performances of economics for Southeast
Asian studies and finds the relationship between economics and
Southeast Asian studies in Korea. Based on this we try to find the
direction and the way how economics contributes to Southeast Asian
studies. First of all, we look into several journals on area studies, such as
Review of Southeast Asia, and find out that economics researches on
Southeast Asia are much fewer than expected. This shows that Korean
economists are not much interested in the issue of Southeast Asia and
reflects the academic differences as discipline in economics and
interdisciplinary Southeast Asian studies. However, we could find the
common area that economics and Southeast Asian studies can share.
Also, we suggest some points that economics contributes to development
of Southeast Asian studies toward a independent academic discipline. It
includes the theory and methodology of international, and development
economics. The rapid development of information and communication
technology and the economic integration by globalization needs new and
modified economic theory and methodology for research on Southeast

Asia. Adopting the objective and statistical methodology of economics
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could level up Southeast Asian studies as social science. Also, Southeast
Asian studies need to recruit more actively economics research topics and
methodology. Economics could attribute to the development of Korean

Southeast Asian studies.

Key Words: Southeast Asian studies, area studies, economics,
development economics, international economics, new

trade theory, interdisciplinary study
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