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A& AXAE ZAx2Ack 7] Y, JAFTAPEF|, 95213 2 F(xenophobia) 5
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BatFo] Axxadoll JATtKBaker and Pasuk 2008: 107).
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WEL LI E 2Zet Aol IS E Atk BE Eui
W3(YMBA) Stule WISstart Hioh 53] gtistue Ay
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3R] oA g Y& 7SIk o] 229 A

AEESLS 30% A€ 2481393, oI5 F oFs Ak Huprt
B A|3tol] AS wf vdelel] Yol Agstr] Ag RigA| 2~E
AT AY(AFPFL) = 221313 TE o] 2212 ofz- 4lo] 2%
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<Abstract>

National Revolution vs. Civil Revolution: The

Comparison between Thailand and Myanmar

Park, Eunhong
(Sungkonghoe University)

This article regards the phase of political confrontations in Thailand
and Burma as a prolonged and inconclusive political struggle between
national revolution forces and civil revolution forces. It argues that in
Thai case, anti-monarchy constitutional revolution has led to a right-wing
national revolution based on state nationalism consolidating capitalist
economic system by Sarit’s military coup, while in Burmese case,
anti-British imperialism movement in colonial era has resulted in a
left-wing national revolution grounded on state nationalism associating
with socialist economic system by Ne Win’s military coup. It is also
interesting to note that the two cases experienced state nationalism
denying autonomous civil society as a process of nation-building in spite
of their contrasting ideologies. In both cases, it became inevitable to have
national revolution forces clinging to official nationalism and state
nationalism confronting with civil revolution forces seeking popular
nationalism and liberal nationalism. In particular, unlike Burmese
society, Thai society, without colonial history has never experienced a

civil war mobilizing anti-colonial popular nationalism including ethnic
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revolt. This article considers Dankwart Rustow’s argument that national
unity as a background condition must precede all the other phases of
democratization, but that otherwise its timing is irrelevant. In this context,
Thai democratization without national unity which began earlier than
Burmese is taking a backward step. For the time being, there would be no
solution map to overcome severe political polarization between the
right-wing national revolution forces defending official nationalism cum
state nationalism and the civil revolution forces trying to go beyond
official nationalism towards popular nationalism cum liberal nationalism.
In contrast, paradoxically belated Burmese democratization has just
taken a big leap in escaping from serious and inconclusive nature of
political struggle between the left-wing national revolution forces to
defend official nationalism cum state nationalism and civil revolution
based on popular nationalism cum liberal nationalism towards a
reconciliation phase in order to seek solutions for internal conflicts. The
two case studies imply that national unity is not a background condition,
but a consequence of the process of political polarization and
reconciliation between national revolution forces and civil revolution

forces.

Keywords: national revolution, civil revolution, official nationalism,

popular nationalism, state nationalism, liberal nationalism
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