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Abstract

Horizontal Social Relations of the Javanese: Centering
on the Concept of Rukun

Kim Hyung-Jun
(Kangwon National University)

The purpose of this paper is to examine social relations of the Javanese,
especially among those who are perceived to be socially equal. The reason
the Javanese are selected is their importance in contemporary Indonesian
society. By looking at the Javanese, it is expected that we may take a glimpse
at characteristics in social relations of the Indonesian in general. The second
part of this paper investigates the concept of rukun, which constitutes the
core of the socio-cultural behavior of the Javanese. The next part deals with
several social practices which facilitate the smooth working of #wkun such
as govong-royong, musyawarah and mufakat. The last part discusses religious
practices and concepts which support the maintenance of rkun. It is expected
that this paper gives a general picture of how the Javanese behave in
everyday life, which will provide the novices to the Javanese culture with

a reference point to grasp how the Indonesian society works.

Key Words: Indonesia, Social Relation, Rukun, Gotong-royoung, Religious
Relativism, Musyawarah, Mufakat
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