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<Abstract>

Cambodia in 2016:

Democracy Regressed

JEONG Yeon Sik
(Changwon National University)

The year 2016 in Cambodia witnessed the regression of Cambodian
democracy. Political oppression and manipulation executed by the
ruling Cambodian People’s Party destroyed democracy and civil
society. The patronage politics operating on the age-old patron-client
relations was invigorated as the financial demands for populist
policies amounted. The economy continued its growth in 2016. Yet
serious problems embedded in its very structure began to surface as
the situation in and outside became less promising. Concerning
international relations, the year 2016 marked conspicuous pro-China
policies, which may cause unexpected friction with neighboring
countries in the future.

Key Words: Cambodia, patronage politics, Hun Sen, Cambodian
People’s Party






