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o|F FEH HAt olH 3 7hH ‘K-pop’©] 2000 FHHEE
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<Abstract>

Overseas expansion of Semi-periphery

country language

:A case study on Korean speakers in Vietnam

Su—Hyun Youk
(Chonbuk National University)

The purpose of this paper is to illustrate the background of that learning
Korean is getting popular among Vietnamese by looking into some case
studies about individuals who learn Korean in Vietnam, and to investigate
how Koreans can be absorbed by them in the process of learning Korean
and utilizing it. Especially, this paper is intended as an investigation of
how the hierarchy of Korean, which is considered as the language of Semi
periphery country, could influence Korean speakers in Vietnam in the
context of politics, economy, society and culture.

The key question is that the reason why Korean speakers in Vietnam
might objectively assess, or even consider it negatively, even though they
want to say that “Learning Korean is popular.” and “The relationship
between Vietnam and Korea is very special.”

In Vietnam Korean can be considered as cultural tastes being enjoyed
by children from a rich family, and can be regarded as an opportunity

toward people who aim to be successful. In the meantime many teenage
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girls admire Korean as ‘language of K-pop idols.” However, on the other
hand, some Korean speakers seem to feel skepticism about ‘learning
Korean’ because of a certain image occurred by learning Korean, like a
gay, any disadvantages from using Korean, being disappointed due to bad
treatment from a Korean senior or Korean company it-self, the limitation
of using korean in the international arenas, and being suffered from
pressure to learning English instead of Korean.

Learning Korean could play a role as a capital which can make it better
in terms of the politics, economy, society and culture of Vietnam, but still
it might be limited in the end. The main reason of this limitation might be

related to ‘national image of South Korea.’

Key Words: Korean speakers in Vietnam, Hallyu or Korean wave,
Korean company's investment, hierarchy of language,

Semi-periphery country language






