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Abstract

Anti—Corruption system of the Singapore:

Lee Kuan Yews strategy on corruption

Lee, Sang—-Soo

This paper is an attempt to analyze Singapore’s former prime
minister Lee Kuan Yew’s anti—corruption strategy in terms of his
strong political will to set up a strict anti—corruption system and
to form an effective organizational culture. Singapore ranks
among the least corrupt countries in Asia. This is due mainly to
its strong political will to curb corruption, and to take firm action
against corruptors regardless of their status and background.

Lee Kuan Yew stresses political leadership and the
effectiveness of culturally shared values in his anti—corruption
strategy. His views on human nature are based on the theory that
man 1s inherently lazy and easily corrupted. Therefore, he
advocates that the government needs to control corruption with
strict laws and enforcement. His negative views on human nature
led to the founding of the CPIB(Corrupt Practices Investigation
Bureau) which monitors citizens and civil servents for corrupt
behavior. The system has worked partly because he also puts
himself under the yardstick as an example of a clean politician

and exemplary citizen.
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It 1s possible to apply Singapore’s anti—corruption system and
its system of operation to corruption-ridden third world countries.
An important factor of an anti-corruption strategy includes the
strong will and exemplary behavior of political leadership to deter
corruption through tough legislation and enforcement. For
example, South Korea has established many anti—corruption laws,
but it tends to be ineffective due to the weak will of political
leadership. This is because anti—corruption reform is initiated as
a political gesture, which is not based on social consensus.

Corruption is a virus which undermines political leadership. It
1s a factor which hinders economic development and is a
stumbling block to social self-consciousness. Judging by
Singapore CPIB’s preventive measures against corruption, the
South Korean effort to deter corruption would be more effective
if the KICAC (Korean Independent Commission Against
Corruption) would focus on preventive measures, rather than

punishment after corruption has taken place.

Key words : Lee Kuan Yew, anti-Corruption strategy,
organization culture, anti—corruption system,

preventive measures
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