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<Abstract>

Cultural Conflicts and Characteristics of
Anti-Korean Wave in Southeast Asia:

Case Studies of Indonesia and Vietnam

KIM Su Jeong
(Chungnam National University)

KIM Eun June
(Daejeon Health Institute of Technology)

This paper aims to investigate the cultural conflicts and
characteristics of anti-Korean Wave discourse taken placed among
Southeast Asian countries. To do this, it takes Vietnam and Indonesia
as the study cases, which have been showing a trend of anti-Korean
Wave discourse as well as high popularity of Hallyu. As research
methods, the paper analyzes both on-line discourses of anti-Korean
Wave and the email audience interviews from both countries. The
results show some significant differences between the two countries
as well as the similarity that Anti-Korean Wave discourses have been
actively produced and disseminated through on-line media. As for
Indonesia, the Anti-Korean Wave discourse pivots on the elements
clashing between Indonesia’s religion and cultural values and Korean

consuming culture. According to the Anti-Korean Wave discourse,
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K-pop contents and entertainers are criticized for damaging the
society’s morals and cultural identities based on Islamic rules and
values. Thus, the sentiment of the Anti-Korean Wave is likely to lead
to the cultural nationalism for the sake of their cultural identity. As
for Vietnam, anti-Korean Wave discourse mainly consists of issues
on enthusiastic K-pop fans’ anti-social behaviors and generational
conflicts which are presumed attributed as the chief factor of the
Anti-Korean Wave. In the Vietnamese discourse, social elites and
adults treat the enthusiastic K-pop fans as those who are in need of
educational care or psychological therapy. Unlike the Indonesian case,
anti-Korean Wave discourse in Vietnam criticized the K-pop and the
performer’s competence for being cheap sexy and incompetence.
They also denounce Korean dramas for their trite, typical story lines,
use of excessive emotion, and unrealistic nature. However, the two
country’s interview participants have in common both acknowledged
that rather than considering the Anti-Korean Wave as an issue that
needs to be resolved it should be embraced as a natural cultural

phenomenon.

Key Words: Anti-Korean Wave, Anti-Korean Wave discourse,
Southeast Asia, Indonesia, Vietnam, K-pop, Hallyu
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